It is with extreme gratification and pleasure that I observe so many in attendance upon this, our thirty-sixth annual meeting. It is a pleasure to greet you upon this occasion, and it is with a whole-hearted wish and desire that we may each derive profit, and an abundance of enjoyment, during this week.
No more fitting introduction to an address of this kind can be imagined than that used by Dr. Frank Holland, president of the Georgia State Dental Society, who said m part, and which sentiment I echo: "It shall be my honest endeavor to be fair and just to all, at the same time you must realize that unless the rules are enforced, the measure of success and dignity which we all desire cannot be attained. I beg that you be patient and tolerant, and that your criticisms be tempered with mercy, allowing me credit for honesty of purpose and a strong desire for the welfare of our organization."
Manifestly the reason of the custom for the president to deliver an address at the end of his term of office is to permit the presiding officer to render an occonnt of his services to the Association, and to make such suggestions and recommendations as in his opinion may enhance its interests, promote its prosperity and extend its influence.
With Individual effort can accomplish much, therefore as individuals exert yourselves, but we should have some systematic plan for the promotion of this feature of our work. I recommend that we have a committee, selected as seems best to the Association, whose duty it shall be to inquire into the matter of membership and to take such steps as are necessary for the enlargement of our society. By co-operating with the individual members of this body, this committee could greatly extend our ranks, and would be efficient in bringing the indifferent into the Association.
Directly associated with the matter of membership, is that of the disregard in this state, by some dentists, of the laws governing the practice of dentistry, and I take it, that it is incumbent upon the South Carolina State Dental Association to consider this evil and to adopt some course which will tend to remedy this unfortunate state of affairs.
The people of this state do not understand the gravity and importance of unethical practice, and it is largely due to this fact that some dentists are now openly defying our board and the authority of the law.
It is not that the law is inadequate in its provisions to protect society and the dental profession from the encroachments of unscrupulous men, but rather this evil exists because, as stated above, the matter is not fully understood.
Some Perhaps the plan of publishing papers does not appeal to some, and I therefore suggest that they read their papers before this Association, instead of publishing them. This is at present the custom, and in saying this I do so with a view to encourage the practice, for I believe we will reap rich rewards from it. In our own state only last week we organized a Protective Association, and I believe great good is going to come out of it. The members of our Association, as many as will join, will pay an initiation fee which goes into the treasury, and if a violation of the law comes within your influence the case is followed up by this Association, and in the strength that comes in the combination it may be that these violations may be speedily stopped, but if it comes within the influence of a practitioner, a member of this combination and not of the Association, then he pays $5.00 to become a member because he has waited until his own territory is invaded before he puts his influence with that of the protective association. I believe the two points touched upon are very properly raised in the address.
Dr. Smith: Dr. Crenshaw has brought up some interesting matter and I think it is just as well that we appoint a committee to look over those particular points in the paper and report to the Association.
